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†Test ride subject to applicant status and availability.

Cooper Tunbridge Wells 
Longfield Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UE 
www.cooperbikestunbridgewells.co.uk

NEW BMW MODELS. 
Nine brand new and updated models are available today to test ride† at Cooper Tunbridge Wells.  
From the class-leading R 1200 GS to the exhilarating S 1000 R Roadster and the new  
Heritage models, it’s sure to thrill every kind of rider.

To book a test ride†, contact Cooper Tunbridge Wells today on 01892 620 966.
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We meet at 8pm on the last thursday of each month at the KentAGon, Brands Hatch, dA3 8nG

When going on a Club Run, Fish and Chip run or any club jaunt come to that, please take a camera with you and share some of 
your pictures with us. You can easily email them to editor@kamg.org.uk including some captions or perhaps a few words to share 
your experiences with other members of the club. Supporting the magazine is always greatly appreciated.

editorial

Nick Farley, Editor 

When sending articles for 
publishing in this magazine, 
please send images (with 
captions) as separate JPEG files.

Images should be in colour in 
as high a resolution as possible, 
preferably the original size 
in which they were captured. 
Please do not place images 
inside Word documents as this 
will significantly reduce the 
quality of the images.

Views contained within this 
publication are not necessarily 
views of the Editor, the KAMG or 
the IAM.

The Editor claims no liability 
for correctness of information, 
printing or typesetting errors.

The Editor cannot guarantee 
sunshine on club runs.

Magazine design and layout 
by John Gardiner.
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AGM
The AGM has come and gone and for some unfathomable reason there was 
no great rush of applicants to join the committee. Strange that. However, we 
do have a new lady Chairman or, as Political Correctness would doubtless 
have it we have a new Chairwoman, Chairperson, Chair or perhaps Chairess, 
in Tina Underwood, and that’s really great news. Tina was awarded the IAM’s 
prestigious Strathcarron Trophy last year, the first woman to receive it, and 
she has been at the centre of everything that happens in the KAMG for 
several years. The ship is in really good hands and I’m looking forward to the 
ride.

Ian Burchell, the outgoing Chairman, ended a very successful two year 
stint but he will fortunately remain on the committee as he takes over the 
IDCAMs and as Associates Co-ordinator, which will be a huge relief to Tony 
Young who has been covering these roles for two years as well as doing his 
own job of Deputy Chief Observer. Jaime Tollerton, also a previous Chairman, 
has nobly taken on the role of Treasurer, which allowed Paul Jessop finally 
to escape. Similarly, Jon Potter has found David Howard to take over the 
job of Membership Secretary, and Jim Pullum has officially handed over as 
secretary to Joe Mair who has been shadowing the role for the last year. Jim 
takes over the running of the Machine Control Days from a relieved Mick 
West who had been doing it for five years.

£100 million for road repairs – Ha bloody Ha!
The battle to try to get something done about the awful condition of the 
roads is not exactly reaching fever-pitch but there is the merest zephyr 
of movement captured by a super slow motion camera high in the ivory 
Whitehall towers of the ‘we-couldn’t-give-a-stuff’ central government, 
where some pompous oik, realising that we greasy masses were getting 
a bit shirty, decided to chuck us a £100 million quid to spend on filling 
holes in the roads. That’ll keep the ghastly common little people quiet he 
thought, but he’s wrong because when you learn that Kent County Council 
alone is £600million in arrears with its road maintenance programme, you 
realise what a ridiculously small sum £100 million spread across the whole 
UK actually is. It probably won’t even cover the cost of the white paint that 
councils love to daub round their more majestic potholes.

By the time you read this I will have appeared as a witness at an internal KCC 
meeting convened to discuss the Council’s approach to and treatment of 
people who have the bare-faced cheek to claim for the damage and injury 
which they have sustained as a result of hitting a Kentish pothole. It’s not 
exactly the start of a roads revolution but it is a sign, perhaps, that we have 
begun to make the tiniest prick in the collective conscience of the KCC. On 
the other hand, it may mean sod all. You can be sure I’ll keep you posted.

June
Sun 3rd Social/Training ride to Wingham 9am 
Mon 11th Committee meeting
Thurs 14th KFRS Rider Skills Day
Thurs 14th  Fish and chip run to Sandgate.
 Contact Charlie Mackie Charlin@talktalk.net
Sat 16th Machine Control Day (see details page ??)
Mon 18th Area Team Meetings week
Sat 23rd IDCAM (see details page ??)
Sun  24th Observer ride-out
Thurs 28th Club night: Honda Triumph demo night
Sat 30th Pizza Bike Challenge Land’s End to John O’ Groats…

July
Sun 1st Social/Training ride to Saffron Walden 
Sun 1st to Pizza Bike Challenge Land’s End to John O’ Groats
    Sun 8th  Contact steveriches12@gmail.com
Wed 4th Fish and Chip run. Contact Charlin@talktalk.net
Sat 7th  A2 Motorcycles ride-out
 Contact Aspinall456@btinternet.com
Mon 9th KFRS Rider skills day 
Mon 9th Committee meeting
Sat 14th KFRS  ‘Exposure Day’. Contact  g1ajy@yahoo.com or 

tunder2122@aol.com

Sat 21st Machine Control Day (See details page?)
Thurs 26th Club Night BBQ
Sat 28th Trainee Observer On Road Workshop 2
Sun 29th Social and Training ride to Shoreham Airport. 9am

August
Thurs 2nd Fish and Chip run. Contact g1ajy@yahoo.com
Sat 11th IDCAM (See details page???)
Mon 13th Committee meeting
Fri 24th to Pork Pie V. Contact steveriches12@gmail.com
    Sun 26th
Wed 29th  KFRS rider skills day
Thurs 30th Club night. Demo night

September
Sun 2nd Social and Training ride 9am
Sat 8th Peterborough Training Weekend
and 9th  Contact cunder7678@virginmedia.com
Mon 10th to Seven day trip to Vosges and Black Forest.
    Sat 16th Contact nevsmith21@mac.com 
 or frank.ojo@blueyonder.co.uk
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*Note that if the temperature is below 3°C the ride will be cancelled.
All dates and times are subject to change but are correct at time of going to press. 
Please check on Tracker before attending any activity for up to date information.

calendar of events
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test passes
Since the last edition 

A warm welcome to the 
Group’s new members

and existing ones

Matthew Pounds receiving Advanced Rider qualification 
from Steve Riches

Jack Hanlon receiving Advanced Rider Masters Qualification 
with Distinction from Colin Underwood

Colin Billings receiving Advanced Rider qualification ‘First’ 
from Steve Riches

Ian Walker receiving Advanced Rider Masters Qualification 
with Distinction from Colin Underwood

Michael Warling receiving Advanced Rider qualification 
from Roger Lancaster

John Gore receiving Advanced Rider qualification 
from Joe Mair

vieW from the chair
Well, I cannot believe that ten 
years after struggling to keep 
up with Phil Rush and crying in 
a layby that you would think me 
worthy of taking over the Chair 
of KAMG. I am truly honoured to 
take on this role and hope I can 
live up to your expectations. I 
have some hard acts to follow: 
Ian Burchell, Jaime Tollerton and 
David Murphy, as well as all the 
many previous Chairmen whom I 
have not known but who have all 
worked hard to make KAMG the 
successful Group it is, and have 
established a fantastic training 
team, committee and group of 
supporters.

We intend to carry on with all 
previous activities throughout 
the year –  the Group Nights with 
speakers and guests, Sunday 
ride-outs with Neville at the helm 
and assistant run leaders John 
Lemon and Amanda Binks both of 
whom have kindly stepped forward 
to help Nev with the routes, the 
name taking at Oakdene and, 
importantly, making sure that the 
cafés know we are coming. Even 
regular, straightforward events like 
these need good organisation and 
co-ordination and I thank John and  
Amanda for stepping forward to 
help.

There will, of course, continue 
to be the Machine Control Days, 
the KFRS days at Brands, IDCAMs, 
Observer training, fish and chip 

runs, midweek rides, Friday frolics, 
Green Badge rides, Associate-Only 
rides, plus day trips to France, the 
Peterborough training weekends, 
Pork Pie runs, holidays and as 
much more as we can possibly 
cram in.

I promise I shall try to be positive 
and enthusiastic and try to add a 

little sparkle to your biking. Not 
too much pink but lots of glitter. 
As ever the committee will always 
welcome new ideas for improving 
the Group. Please bring us your 
ideas, we want to hear them, and 
together we can look forward to 
another exciting year for KAMG.

Tina Underwood

6 RIDERS  210  May  2018
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pork pie  A virgin’s tale
John Rasch finds cheese and ice cream but, curiously, no pork pies!

Day 1: 300-ish miles and 11 hours 
start to stop. Apparently anything 
under 400 miles a day is a mere trip 
round the shops.

We meet at MacDonald’s, Dartford, 
for an eight o’clock start on the 
dot. This was my first social ride 
with the KAMG so everything 
was new to me, including many 
of the riders and passengers, and 
the wicked sense of humour on 
display. There were 25 bikes on 
the trip, four with passengers. Of 
the 22 bikes that started at BigM’s, 
we were temporarily to lose four, 
but were to gain three! The group 
leader had run the route a few 
times and tweaked it to ensure 
that it was as good as it could be, 
and an amazing job he did too. The 
first stop for coffee was changed 
because we needed a café that 
could serve more than one person 
an hour. We used the Silver Balls, an 
old fashioned transport-caff, on the 
A10, which was swathed in mist 
while we were there. Here Shash 
joined us on his noise generator. 
He has removed the exhaust and 
fitted what sounds like a Gatling 
gun instead. We are now 23.

Mist was the word for nearly the 
whole day. Most of the ride was 
spent in mist. The countryside and 
views were (probably) wonderful, 
although we ‘mist’ most of them. 
Unfortunately, one unlucky rider 
got a puncture, but some stopped 
and helped repair it. I was the last 
marker before the lunch stop, using 
the excellent drop-off system, and I 
could see the garden centre under 
the rail bridge but had to wait for 
the ‘puncture group’ to pass before 
I could get my lunch. The nice 

couple on the Gold Wing stopped 
to inform me I would be there for 
a while, but I didn’t mind, because 
as the pre-ride information said 
“how would you like it if you 
turned up and the rear marker had 
buggered off ?”  I mentioned the 
excellent drop-off system but still 
four riders managed to go AWOL. 
The first of them sailed past me on 
a roundabout (I wasn’t the marker), 
but being new I just assumed he 
was another biker out for the day. 
I guess the rest just followed him. 
Luckily someone was counting and 
so we stopped and they were not 
lost for long! At the friendly Rassels 
garden centre, where we stopped 
for lunch, a birthday card was 
signed by all and an impressive 
chocolate cake was presented, with 
card, to Annette Young.

It took eleven hours to reach our 
hotel in Gargrave near Skipton, 
North Yorkshire, where we met 
John Lemon and Dermot, who had 
been too posh to ride up with the 
rest of us. We were now up to our 
full complement of 25 bikes and 29 
people.

Day 2: 180-ish miles, more mist, 
and some candidates for a Speed 
Awareness course.

We visited the Lakes today with a 
scheduled 8.30 start, later changed 
to nine o’clock due to ‘friendly’ 
pressure applied at the previous 
evening’s meal. We set off in…..
mist, although the weather did 
clear a little around Grasmere, 
where we stopped for coffee. 
Afterwards we travelled over a 
lovely route, which to me seemed 
like a little pass. The road was one 
car wide, full of twists and turns, 
and with man-high drystone walls 
on both sides so that there was no 
view ahead. A heavy mist came 
down, or perhaps we just rode up 
to meet it, either way those riding 
alone in it felt the silence and 
solitude of being the only rider on 
planet Earth. The varying pace of 
riders, the photo stops, and drop 
off markers had opened large 
gaps in the group. Between the 
drystone walls I managed to meet 
a sheep coming along the centre 
of the road towards me without its 
headlights on, but I was going so 

slowly that we avoided having a 
lamb chop and mint sauce supper 
that night.

We stopped for lunch at the 
Three Shires Inn at Langdale, and 
afterwards, for those mad enough, 
we started an hour’s round trip 
to Boot and back by way of the 
Hardknott and Wrynose Passes. 
These are Britain’s two most 
outrageous roads: they are tight, 

steep, poor-condition roads, 
with loose gravel and moss on 
the surface, and with dangerous, 
slow, nearly vertical hairpins plus 
oncoming traffic. The Hardknott 
Pass is a minor road between 
Eskdale and the Duddon Valley 
in the Lake District National Park. 
The tarred surface with crumbling 
edges is the most direct route from 
the central Lake District to West 
Cumbria and has the shared title of 

the ‘Steepest Road in England’ with 
a maximum gradient of 1 in 3!

Prior to setting off we were briefed 
that there was no pressure to ride 
these passes, especially two-up, 
and it would be extra hard as the 
roads were wet. The more sensible 
amongst us, and the passengers, 
stayed at the pub. The rest were 
told that Wrynose comes first and 
we could stop at the middle and 
return without attempting the 
Hardknott. We were also informed 
that anyone who could not face 
the return over Hardknott would 
have a 70 mile return trip via 
‘normal’ roads. Good news; but of 
those that did the passes, none fell 
or failed to return, myself included.

After meeting up with the sensible 
people again, we rode some 
great roads to the Lakeland Motor 
Museum for coffee and some time 
to visit the museum. As the weather 
was improving, the police decided 
to get out the mobile camera vans 
and some ‘overtakes’ were recorded. 

Silver Balls café in the mist

Sheer delight at being told we do HARDKNOTT Pass next

View towards the Wrynose and Hardknott passes



RIDERS  210  May  201810

This caused much ribald comment 
at that evening’s meal, with quite 
a few hands going up to confess 
that they may soon be attending a 
speed awareness course.

Day 3: 120-ish miles in the sun, 
imagine that. No pork pies but some 
‘Cheese Gromit’.

Another nine o’clock start. The roads, 
like some of the humour, were filthy 
but good, and we had a bumble 
around the dales. We started by 
crossing the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park, the weather got nicer, and 
there was a photo stop at Gayle 
Beck, a fast flowing stream across 
broken stones and small waterfalls, 
in the middle of nowhere. From 
there we went to the Yorkshire 
Wensleydale Cheese Experience, a 
place from which a few bikes went 
away heavier than they started, and 
here I have to admit to being a bit 

of an idiot – I thought all pork pie 
runs went to Melton Mowbray, and 
for some reason did not realise that 
as we were in Skipton we were not 
going to Melton.

Away over the moors and dales to 
the Tan Hill Inn, Britain’s highest 
pub (of Everest Double Glazing 
TV commercial fame for the oldies 
amongst us), for coffee and great 
long views across the Pennine Way 
and …… you guessed it…MIST. As 
we left there the sun came out and 
it grew warmer as we headed for 
the Buttertubs Pass. This is a high 
road in the Yorkshire Dales. The 
road winds its way north from near 
Hawes towards Thwaite and Muker, 
past the 20-metre-deep limestone 
potholes called the Buttertubs. It 
is said that the name derives from 
the times when farmers would rest 
there on their way to market and 
during hot weather they would 
lower the butter they had produced 
into the potholes to keep it cool.

Our next stop was lunch at Pateley 
Bridge in the heart of Nidderdale, 

home to England’s oldest sweet 
shop, followed by a lovely ride back 
through daffodil-lined country 
roads to our hotel for beers, an 
evening meal and a chat in the bar. 
We even stopped for ice cream on 
the way, that was how much the 
weather had improved.

Day 4: 260-ish miles, depending 
on where you peeled off. A Triumph 
rider lost significant weight. Weather 
mostly dry but with the rain chasing 
us South.

It was quite a warm and dry sunny 
day so we immediately noticed 
police cars in laybys and more than 
one camera van. One was even 
parked by a field over the brow of 
a hill behind hedges, a real test for 
forward observation. At a petrol 
stop a Triumph Trophy locked its 
brakes ‘on’ and while various helpful 
comments were being bandied 
about Tina noticed a stone drop 
to the floor. Against all the odds a 
stone had jammed between the 

rear brake lever and the engine case 
as the bike stopped and locked the 
brake lever down.  Still, the rider did 
lose a stone on that ride! (Ha Ha! 
Stop groaning at the back there. Ed.)

It was the last day and we were 
shedding riders fast. Some stayed 
at Skipton to travel on to friends 
and family; some set off by 
themselves to get home early, and 
some made up excuses like ‘it was 
their birthday’. Riders also peeled 
off at various stops, which was all 
fine with the organisers as long as 
they let someone know otherwise 
we would have been waiting and 
worrying that we had left someone 
in a hedge somewhere. One rider 
even cleared off after the lunch 
stop without paying his bill. The 
tour leader paid and a well-wisher 
warned me that he will hunt down 
the miscreant and make him sorry, 
so I am currently stashed away in a 
safe house somewhere in England.

Was it all worth it? Definitely. 
Will I go again? Certainly. 
Roll on Pork Pie V.
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Britain’s Highest Pub

Pork pies growing wild in the fields at Gayle Beck
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that doesn’t quite fit the song but you get my drift. So far 
so good, can’t really see what extra I’m getting with a £300 
pair of Sidis. When I first put the XTRMs on they fitted like 
a glove. It would have been better if they’d fitted like a 
boot, but my point is they were very comfortable. Putting 
on new Altberg boots is like trying to wrestle yourself into 
a leather wet-suit (if there is such a thing) when it’s wet . 
People always say, “Oh yeah, that’s because they’re made 
of really good leather and once it softens up they’ll be 
really comfortable.” Well that’s not my experience: I have 
a pair of Altbergs that are 12 years old and they’re still 
not that comfortable. Having said that, they are 12 years 
old, and how long the XTRMs will last is the one thing I 
can’t comment on, obviously. I’ve worn them for about six 
months now in all weathers and I’m really pleased with 
them, they are showing no signs of wear and they do seem 
to be living up to the claims on the label. Only time will tell 
how durable they are, but to be honest at £50 a pop if they 
last a couple of years I’ll be happy, the bonus being that 
I will then have an excuse to hunt eBay for a new pair. At 
the same time that I bought the boots I also bought some 
gloves, again from China. They cost £11.99  and as it said on 

the packing they’re absolutely “windproo”, which is good to 
know. I used these for about two weeks and, as you can see 
from the photo, they split. 

So in conclusion, would I recommend products from China? 
Well I don’t know, the boots have been fantastic, the gloves 
not so. If you’re buying some new boots and have planned 
to shell out for a pair of Sidis, then I’ll leave you with the 
words of that wise philosopher Mike Tyson, “Everyone has a 
plan until you punch them in the mouth.”
*I think that these boots are now £59.99. Ed.

I’ve been motorcycling for about 40 years, both 
professionally and privately, and in that time my interest 
in throwing a leg over my bike has waxed and waned. 
Sometimes it was no more than my method of getting to 
work, and at other times I’ve lived breathed and dreamt 
motorbikes (just ask my wife). At the moment it is waxing 
after a while in the doldrums and one thing has struck 
me, and it’s something I noticed in my other pastime of 
cycling and it’s this  –  when it comes to kit,  price varies 
hugely, but does the quality? Let me give you an example 
from the world of cycling: I can go into Decathlon and buy 
a pair of very good cycling shorts for £7.99, but I can also 
buy a top of the range pair for £50. Now, the £50 ones are 
clearly better – better stitching, better padding and so on. 
That’s all well and good, but I can go to the Rapha shop, 
who are the suppliers of Team Sky, and I can buy a pair of 
shorts for £250. Are they any better? Arguably no, they are 
not. Having worn several kinds of boots on my motorbike 
from Daytonas and Oxtars to Frank Thomas, and from 
Derri boots (Remember those?) to Doc Martens, and even 
wellies, I thought I’d embark on a quest for a new pair of 
motorcycling boots with the words of Chrissie Hynde of 
the Pretenders ringing in my ears;“ You look fantastic in 
your boots of Chinese plastic.” But knowing that it’s been a 
long time since products coming out of China were cheap, 
crappy plastic, I thought that a bit of eBay trawling was in 
order. 

For 15 years I was a police motorcyclist so I wore either 
Altberg or Daytona boots. I assumed that these were good 
boots because they cost about £300, and anyway I didn’t 
care as the taxpayer was buying. (Thanks, by the way.) 
But now I had to put my hand in my own pocket, and my 
pockets are long and my arms are short, and I started to 
ask myself if these expensive brands really were worth the 
money? I’ve seen these expensive boots reviewed in the 
biking rags – you know the sort of thing, Sidi, Alpinestars  
– and the reviewers always rave about them, but I’m not 
so sure. Let’s not forget that the publication is probably 
getting a huge amount of advertising revenue from these 
companies and so is hardly about to slag them off. With this 
in mind I set off on my quest. I saw that there were a large 
number of companies selling boots from the land of the 
sleeping dragon, and they all seemed to be made from the 
same materials with all the same features as the well-known 
brands that cost six times as much. 

So in the end I took a punt – let’s face it, it’s always a punt 
with eBay – and bought a pair of XTRM Blade boots for the 
ripe old price of £49.99*, and here’s what I think:  although 
I bought them from a company in the UK they’re clearly 
made in China, and the list of features that these boots 
have is so extensive that the only way to read it is with the 
tune to the Periodic Table Song in your head. So here goes, 
deep breath and… there’s internal polyurethane ankle 
protection, Velcro and zip closing, memory foam, air mesh 
lining, 100% waterproof lining, moulded protection panels 
and lightweight, anti-slip, oil-resistant soles. There’s an anti-
bacterial replaceable footbed, stainless steel replaceable 
toe slider, gear shift toe pad, thermoplastic polyurethane 
dual flex midsole and, finally, they’re leather. That is, the 
bits which aren’t steel, thermoplastic or foam are leather. 
They come in half sizes and four colour choices. I know 

“you looK fAntAstic 
in your Boots of 
cHinese plAstic.” 
sang  Chrissie Hynde
. . . and Dave Willson agrees
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In the second part of his thesis, 
Les Smith shows how Darwin’s 
theory applies to our training as 
much as it applies to our bikes.

In the last issue  of Riders I was talking 
about the evolution of the basic 
motorcycle design and its development 
over the last hundred years or more, 
but other aspects of motorcycle life 
fascinate me too and one of my biggest 
interests over the years has been 
coaching and training motorcycle road 
riders. I’ve been involved in training 
bikers for a long time and the methods 
used have always been of great interest 
to me. Like many bikers I’ve read a 
shed-load of books and magazine 
articles and watched plenty of the 
YouTube stuff, some good and some 
bad. There is a lot of info out there, 
but for me one motorcycle training 
method seems to shine through and 

it brings me back to Darwin’s theory 
of “survival of the fittest” because 
there are crossovers from Darwin’s 
theories not only in the design of our 
bikes but in the way we use them too. 
What I’m talking about is the way in 
which we ride our machines and the 
control methods and techniques that 
we use every day. I want to focus on 
one method because I believe it to be 
the purest most common sense and 
perhaps most instinctive approach, 
almost a subconscious ability to assess 
and act second by second. I’m going 
to look at the way in which riders 
(and drivers) are trained to a higher 
level for road riding with what are 
called ‘advanced riding skills’. More 
importantly in this little diatribe, I’m 
going to be talking about the British 
Police. I know I’ve used the ‘P’ word but 
please carry on, it’s what I know about 
and it provides a good example and 
framework to work with. 

Not only am I motorcycle obsessed 
but I’ve been brainwashed too: I was 
trained to ride in the Army and there, 
although I didn’t know it at the time, I 
was programmed with Roadcraft, the 
police system of motorcycle control. 
The way in which the police have 
trained and coached drivers and riders 
has been tweeked over the years but 
the principles remain the same as they 
did when  ‘the system’ and Roadcraft 
were born in 1937. That year the 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police appointed a gentleman called 
Lord Cottenham, a well-known racing 

driver of the day, to train driving 
instructors in advanced methods of 
driving. Lord Cottenham’s instructions 
allowed drivers to be in control of 
any situation they faced. By using an 
ordered system of control a driver 
or rider could ensure that his vehicle 
was in the right place at the right 
time, travelling at the right speed and 
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survival of the fittest 
and the fitness to survive

in the correct gear to clear a hazard 
safely. This system was and still is 
the bedrock of the armed forces and 
police motor vehicle driver and rider 
training in the UK, and nowadays ‘the 
system’ has been adopted by many 
other organisations in many countries, 
not least by the IAM and RoSPA in the 
UK. The reason it has stood the test of 
time (or survived natural selection, in 
Darwin’s terms) is simple – it works. 
And although there are many who 
would claim to be the training guru 
and who try to create new ways of 
training and learning, it nearly always 
transpires that each new scheme or 
method is, in reality, a thinly veiled 
copy of the 1937 method designed by 
Lord Cottenham. 

I took my motorcycle test in the Army, 
like I said, back in the early 1980s, and 
it was a great grounding. I was sent 
on a three week intensive course and 
along with my fellow squaddie biker 
rookies I was drilled and brainwashed 
to follow ‘the system’ of motorcycle 
control. I didn’t know what it was 
at the time, but I soon learned. ‘The 
system’ is delivered in the form of a 
book, the Roadcraft manual, and the 
contents of this book were fed to me 
on a daily basis and I lapped them 
up. This was my first experience of 
the Roadcraft book, and it all made 
perfect sense. In fact whenever I’ve 
read Roadcraft since, and believe me 
I’ve read it a few times, it still makes 
sense. In fact, the whole book is just 
a common sense look at road traffic 

hazards and how to deal with them. 
It’s not the sort of book you would 
take as a holiday read, although some 
do, and I often liken it to a Haynes 
Manual for a Morris Minor – in order 
to service the Morris Minor you need 
it, just as you need  Roadcraft to learn 
the ‘the system’, and survive on the 
roads. But it’s not the most riveting 
read. The reason the ‘the system’ works 
is because there is a logic and purity 
instinctively written into it, which 
has given it the DNA to win through 
and knock back the many who have 
claimed to better it. 

Recently, whilst at a track day, I was 
listening to Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne 
speaking to a group of riders; he was 
speaking about how he assesses turns 
and hazards on the track. He talked 
about position on the track and the 
assessment of speed and the need to 
get the entry speed correct and the 
need to be in the right gear. He was, 
in effect, applying the ‘the system’ in 
his own way, his very own evolution 
of it, but the ‘the system’ nonetheless, 
and let’s face it Shane Byrne is quite 
handy on a bike, so people listen. 
Now I’m sure that racers of his calibre 
have a huge amount of natural skill 

and ability, which is why they are 
where they are, but his view of hazard 
approach mirrored that of the original 
1937 Roadcraft. Why? Well, because it’s 
the purest form and, while machines 
have evolved and speeds of racing 
bikes have increased, the skill required 
by a rider to determine things such as 
corner entry speed are based on basic 
common sense and the evolution 
of techniques from the very early 
pioneers of motorcycling. A flawed 
technique would not have survived. 
Natural selection will dismiss things 
that don’t work. That’s why the latest 
edition of Roadcraft is an evolution of 
the original. I’ve worked with many 
of the new edition’s contributors over 
the years and it is full of good polished 
advice for the modern motorcyclist, 
but all are rooted in the 1937 original. 
(Survival of the fittest, good old 
Charles!) 

We humans are said to be creatures 
of habit and averse to change, and I 
think that is correct. I think that we 
are sceptical of change for change’s 
sake but we will accept change for 
the better. I learned very early on in 
my bike training career that the worse 
thing an instructor can do to students 
is to try to change them dramatically. 
Mind you if they were to ride like a 
~^*#+¥ they would be told, but if you 
knock the natural skill from students 
it can take hours and hours for them 
to become comfortable again, and 
sometime they struggle to regain any 
faith in their abilities. For me the best 
way I have found is to take the best 
of what’s there, use what the student 
already has and steer it to his best 
advantage and facilitate his evolution 
as a rider in small steps, let the good 
traits of a rider’s ability flourish. Select 
the good stuff while letting the bad 
stuff fade away. Naturally. Progress 
through natural selection. Thanks 
Darwin.
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This is how he twisted and went…

It all started one evening about ten years ago when 
my good friend Denis and I were sitting at pavement 
tables on the seafront of Essaouira on Morocco’s 
Atlantic Coast having downed one or two beers more 
than was wise. Denis lives with his wife Carole in this 
wonderful city, runs a B&B and is a keen motorcyclist. 
We sat watching the droves of little asthmatic 
Motobécane Mobylette mopeds zipping about with 
their tiny 50cc two-stroke engines, and we both 
thought it would be a good wheeze for both of us to 
buy one of them for the princely sum of around £400 
each and ride them back to England. 

The Mobylette has been around for ages. It was 
made for almost fifty years and production totaled 
14 million. It’s a very simple moped and there are not 
many streets in any Moroccan town where an owner 
can’t get his steed fixed. Mobylettes are important to 
the lower end of Morocco’s economy. The movement 
of people and goods depend on this little motorbike. 
You see them towing trailers, carrying enormous 
baskets for conveying bread, and carrying sacks of 
grain between the rider’s legs resting on the fuel 
tank. It’s enough to give the average British traffic cop 
apoplexy.

However, owing to registration problems, it turned out 
that we could not just buy these mopeds in Morocco 
and register them in the UK. I initially thought, in 
my innocence, that I could send Denis the money 
from the UK and he would buy my Mobylette and I, 
armed with the engine and frame numbers, would 
get it registered in the UK and then fly out with the 
registration plate and  ride it back to the UK. Not so! 
In Morocco the simple little Mobylette does not need 
to be registered, but because it does not meet EU 
type approval standards, it cannot be registered in 
any EU country either. The Mobylette part of the plan 
had to be axed, but, undismayed, I approached Steve 
Oliver of Moore Large in Derby to lend me a Sym Jet 
Euro 50X so that the adventure could proceed, albeit 
in modified form – it would now just be me riding 
to Marrakech and back to England on a Sym. Sym 
scooters are made in Taiwan and have, after a few 
years, caught up with their well-known and better 
established European and Japanese competition. 
The Sym Jet Euro 50X is a stylish and comfortable 
scooter, and although of only 50cc the tiny engine 
has a surprising amount of power. Having automatic 
transmission is a bonus too, allowing the rider simply 
to sit back and twist and go. The fuel tank is located at 
the rear of the foot space behind a small hatch and the 
two stroke oil tank filler is found under the lockable 
seat just in front the top box carrier. With a fuel 
capacity of only 6.3 litres I found it necessary to carry 
a couple of spare litres of petrol, although, strangely, 

this was found most useful in France where I did run 
out owing to the fact that many of the unmanned 
petrol stations back then took only home-grown 
French fuel cards and did not take Visa or Mastercards. 

So there I was with a borrowed scooter, a very smart 
scooter with a top box and space under the saddle for 
stuff, although not enough stuff for a five week jaunt 
to North Africa. For such a trip I needed more carrying 
capacity and managed to blag a set of Slipstream 
expandable panniers along with a Coolflow Summer 
Mesh Jacket and a pair of jeans to match, all complete 
with protection pads in the shoulders, elbows and 
knees. To most scooter riders I would have seemed 
very much overdressed, but they were scootering 
around in the vicinity of their homes, while I was 
going to be three countries away from home, quite a 
difference. 

Pyramid Products lent me the camping gear – tent, 
sleeping bag, two camping mattresses and a set of 
saucepans. Cooking gear came from Coleman in 
the shape of a lightweight petrol stove, and Aladdin 
provided a ‘thermos’ flask in a rather fetching shade 
of pink. I put clothing and some camping items, torch 
and lantern in the panniers, while the camping gear, 
stove, saucepans, lighter and other utensils went 
in the topbox. The tent and sleeping stuff were laid 
across the pillion seat and panniers in a very effective 
Gelert Waterskin. 

The Sym Jet Euro, now called Mr. Sympson, handled 
all the weight well and I felt comfortable riding at 

the top speed of around 38mph. When compared to 
the GPS speed reading, which I am told is accurate, 
Mr. Sympson’s speedo was 5kph (3mph) optimistic. 
I felt that keeping the revs under 8,000 rpm would 
be sensible and would maybe see me getting home 
without outside help from a breakdown truck, but 
I can tell you that Mr. Sympson did not put a foot 
wrong, never missed a beat, started every morning 
and gave not one hint of trouble. We, Mr Sympson and 
I, covered 5,000 plus miles and the engine sounded 
just the same, delivered the same amount of power, 
and at the end was capable of the same performance 
as before we set out. I used mostly lead-free petrol and 
only had to use ‘Super’ in Morocco twice when lead-
free was not available, and I used only semi-synthetic 
two-stroke oil throughout the trip.

A scoot to Marrakech 
and Back KAMG MeMBer david stokes, took a journey 

to Morocco for the magazine ‘twist and Go’

There are many 
versions of the 

Mobylette, but this is a 
simple classic.

Sym and the Mediterranean

Camping in France



Much of the fun and enjoyment that goes with a 
journey such as this is in the planning and I obtained 
Rough Guide books of France, Spain and Morocco and 
maps for all three countries. For a trip such as this I 
think Rough Guide books are best. Lonely Planets are 
great for those who travel by car and stay in hotels, 
but for the not so well off or those who wish to 
stick to a stricter budget, for me, it is Rough Guides. 
To help with navigation in Europe Garmin lent me 
their waterproof Zumo kit and Maplin sent along 
their Bluetooth helmet receiver, which could also be 
connected to the mobile. This was all very space age 
at the time. 

The trip through France and Spain was fun and the 
scenery, especially in France, was, as always, beautiful, 
but the Spanish really ought to take more pride in 
their country and stop slinging their litter all over the 
place. Thirteen days of travelling and dropping in on 
three sets of friends saw me in the Port of Malaga 
boarding one of the Acciona Trasmediterránea Ferries 
to the Spanish city of Melilla on the North coast of 
Africa. I stayed in a cheap hotel and the next day 
sallied forth to the Moroccan border expecting to wait 
for hours to get across. However, a customs official 
took pity on an old man on a scooter and almost 
held my hand as he took me through the hoops 

necessary to get the various stamps that I needed, and 
only thirty minutes after arriving at the border I was 
looking for a place to buy insurance for Mr. Sympson 
– no European country would insure me for Morocco. 
With the insurance paid, I rode off into scenery that 
was quite different from Spain. It was desert with a 
bit of scrub. Sheep and goats grazed, but there was 
a lot of sand between each plant giving the scene 
a feeling of sheer emptiness. It’s an illusion though 
because wherever you stop – and it can be in the 
most inhospitable place, the most out of the way and 
furthest from human habitation place – the moment 
you stop someone appears seemingly from nowhere. 

Visitors to Morocco soon discover that it’s a poor 
country, so nothing is wasted, nothing is thrown 
away. Morocco doesn’t so much recycle as re-use. I 
have seen truck tyres for sale in markets having been 
turned into planters or into very large bowls with 
handles attached. Any waste food is given to animals, 
and all plastic containers are re-used. 

The trip through the Atlas Mountains is where I learnt 
how to lean the scooter through the myriad bends. 
Mr. Sympson climbed and descended with aplomb, in 
spite of carrying far too much weight and after what 
seemed an age we eventually reached the target of 

my journey, Marrakech. There I met a modern day 
vagabond in the shape of Steve, who had retired 
early from the wine trade fourteen years before and 
had started travelling and hadn’t stopped. We had 
dinner together and swapped stories – his were more 
colourful than mine –  and then we wandered around 
the Jemaa el-Fnaa, which is one of the craziest city 
squares in the world. It is home to snake charmers, 
story tellers, belly dancers, outdoor restaurants 
and Arab bands that all add to the smoke and the 
cacophony in a place that assaults the senses. I stayed 
at the Hotel Ali at 250 dirham a night, which, at about 
£15, was cheap. There was a bar at the nearby Hotel 
Tazi, and many ladies of the night too, all of which 
added to the general flavour. 

From Marrakech I headed for the small town of 
Ounara where Denis and Carole have a house in the 
country, they also operate a riad in Essaouira where 
they offer B&B at a fair price. Dennis is a self-confessed 
motorcycle nut and he taught me a few things, the 
most important being that as long as you ride two 
wheels you are in a vast club of folk who look out 
for each other and I was pleasantly surprised that 
motorcyclists passing me would raise a foot off the 
footrest to say ‘Hi’. 

It was a wonderful trip that inducted me into the 
fellowship of the world of two wheels and those who 
like to ride. The return journey through France was 
uneventful and being tired after nearly five weeks, I 
felt that I could be forgiven for heading straight for 
home. The Sym performed superbly and without a 
problem. For such a tiny engine, with a piston the 
size of an eggcup, it is a testament to the skill of the 
designers and the engineers who made it. All in all it 
was a fabulous trip.
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Bedouin Tent, very dusty and overrun with cats

There was a lot of sand between each plant giving the scene a feeling 
of sheer emptiness.
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A lifelong Walker 
becomes a Master rider
ian Walker’s path from Associate to observer and then to Master

My reason for joining the KAMG 
two years ago and taking the 
Advanced Motorcycle Test was 
simple: it was always something 
I’d wanted to do. I wanted to test 
myself against an established and 
respected standard and to become 
a better rider. I learnt to ride (and 
fall off) on a clapped out scooter 
that my elder brother and his 
mates rode in a field at the back of 
the house when I was 10 years old, 
over 40 years ago. I got the bug 
then and couldn’t believe my luck 
when I was allowed to ride a BSA 
Bantam through the woods. Like 
most boys, as soon as I was legally 
allowed to ride at 16 I got a moped  
–  a FS1E, of course  –  followed by 
an array of 125 and 250cc Japanese 
two strokes. I passed my bike 
test in 1978 just before my 18th 
birthday and, apart from a spell 
when girls and cars got in the way, I 
have been riding motorbikes more 
or less continuously ever since.

I hadn’t realised that a friend, Mick 
Mills, was an advanced rider never 
mind being a National Observer 
Assessor (to be honest, at the time 
I hadn’t a clue what one of them 
was anyway) and it was he who 
suggested that I went  along to 
a KAMG club night to see what 
it was all about. My first visit was 
in January 2016 and I was made 
very welcome and met lots of new 
faces as well as some old friends 
who I didn’t realise were also 
members. Mick seized the moment 
and before I knew it I had signed 

up and parted with my subs. It 
turned out that Mick was on the 
committee….I hadn’t realised that 
either. Within the next two weeks 
Mick kindly took me through 
my IDCAM and that was it, I was 
hooked. With some very patient 
observing by Mick, and a check 
run by Roger Lancaster, I gained 
my Green Badge in March 2016. 
I couldn’t believe the effort and 
the level of commitment that was 
shown by the observing team, and 
it was a shock to learn that they 
were all unpaid volunteers. They 

were all just bikers who wanted to 
help other bikers to ride safely and 
still to have fun. Terrific, this was 
definitely for me.

When I left school I aspired to 
become a teacher, however my 
academic abilities left me short 
of the entry requirements so it 
never happened, but becoming 
a Local Observer was my chance 
and, at the same time, to do what 
I love to do, ride my bike. It all 
looks so easy until you get into 
the classroom and watch veteran 

WE HAVE MOVED

A2 Motorcycles are a Yamaha Premier dealership in 
Gravesend, Kent.  We are your one-stop-shop for all 
things motorcycle! We offer a friendly, honest and 

personal service that our regulars love.

You can too!

We sell New and Used bikes, and have a great team of 
mechanics to service repair and MOT your vehicle. Our 

mechanics have over 60 years experience between them, 
so you can rest assured that your pride and joy is in safe 
hands! We don’t just ‘do’ Yamaha, we love ALL makes and 

models and can work on these too.

If it’s clothing that you are after, then pop into the 
showroom and see what fits and suits you best. We have 
an extensive range of helmets, jackets, gloves, trousers, 
boots and even ear plugs! If you need it, we will have it.

Don’t just take our word for it, next time that your out for 
a ride, pop into the showroom for a cuppa , it will be great 

to see you!

A2 Motorcycles, 50 Singlewell Road
Gravesend, Kent DA11 7PW

01474 320200
sales@a2motorcycles.co.uk
info@a2motorcycles.co.uk
www.a2motorcycles.co.uk

COME AND VISIT
OUR NEW SHOWROOM

. . . its just 50m up the road 
from the previous one!
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Member Comment: Club rides should always start at 
09.00 regardless of the weather or time of year, it is up to the 
individual riders whether they feel that the conditions are 
appropriate… this would be good for Associate riders as well 
as Green Badge holders. The club appears to be turning into a 
fair weather biker club.

Reply: When the ambient temperature is 3°C or lower there 
is the possibility that the road surface could be icy. Whether 
or not riding in such conditions would be a good training 
exercise is a moot point, however the question doesn’t arise 
because the KAMG is affiliated to the IAM and this means 
that the club’s social and training rides are run under the 
aegis of the IAM and it is a requirement of the IAM that if 
the ambient temperature at the start of the run is 3°C or 
lower then the run must  be cancelled. The fact that the club 
organises rides and tours all year round to cold wet places 
as far north as Nordkapp should, I hope, demonstrate that it 
has not become a “fair weather club”. (See page 8. Ed.)

A number of people thought the Oakdene social and 
training rides need a bit of a boost and update:

Would like to see more variation in Sunday rides.

New club runs please - need new routes.

Same old ride destinations and routes.

It’s the same runs all the time.

… it’s all the same old routes.

…they need to vary more.

Reply:  You’re absolutely right. There needs  to be new runs. 
Point made and point taken. There will be new routes and 
new destinations, but first we need those routes to be 
planned. If you have any suggestions or planned routes 
please let’s have them. Send them to editor@kamg.org.uk

Recruitment in one form or another was also a topic 
which drew some withering fire from several members: 

Get some new blood into running the club.

Why don’t you get some new members the old ones are very 
old and past it?

We need to aim at recruiting younger riders through intelligent 
use of social media sites such as Facebook and Instagram.

As always it would be good to see younger people in the club, 
but I don’t know any way of doing this.

More women and young people (as members) might make it 
more likely for women and younger people to be involved!!

Reply: We are well aware that we constantly need to 
attract new members particularly more younger riders and 
more women riders. This is easily said but is actually quite 
difficult to do. If KAMG was a commercial company it would 
have, and be able to justify having, an advertising budget 
specifically for that purpose. But it isn’t a commercial 
company and we don’t have an advertising budget that 
we can use to target specific demographic groups such 
as young riders or women riders. What we can do is try to 
put the club in the eye-line of motorcyclists wherever and 
whenever we can, and this we do by having a presence at 
various shows in the local area so that we are accessible 
to riders of all ages and both sexes. We can’t press-gang 
people into joining. We can only be there when people 
decide for themselves that they want to  know more about 
how to ride a bike well. There is, however, evidence that we 
are beginning to have some success in recruiting younger 
riders and more women riders too. If you have any specific 
ideas on how the club could improve its recruitment of 
younger riders and women riders, then please make those 
ideas known. 

As far as recruitment in general goes, the club is very 
successful and earlier this year recruited its 3000th member 
since starting in 1980. Moreover, one third of the total 
current membership of 370 have been recruited in the last 
two years. And the membership profile of KAMG is younger 
than the bike membership of the IAM nationally. This is not 
to say that we don’t need more younger and more women 
members, we certainly do, but we are doing better than the 
other bike clubs affiliated to the IAM. 

It is difficult not to agree with two members who think 
that Associates are not treated equitably: 

An Associate feels like second class citizen.

I feel it is extremely unfair that only full members can hold 
positions on the committee…..I have no say on what happens 
in the club (as an Associate). I can’t vote at the AGM, which 
makes me wonder why should I want to carry on with the club 
once I get my green badge?
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campaigners like Mike Stapley and 
Ian Burchell role-playing fit for the 
West End stage, while experienced 
Observers act as Associates 
making deliberate mistakes. I 
was lucky, I got Steve Riches who 
didn’t make my life difficult at all! 
But the support, guidance and 
commitment we trainee Local 
Observers received was incredible. 
Sure, there was a lot to learn and 
plenty of studying required, but 
the encouragement from everyone 
involved, who just wanted us to 
succeed, was limitless, and over 
the coming months we went 
through the development process 
until eventually we were signed 
off as Local Observers. I’ve been 
very fortunate to have been 
allocated some great Associates 
since qualifying and I am now 
embarking on training to become a 
National Observer. 

In addition to the benefits of 
social riding, club nights and 
just being amongst like-minded 
bikers, KAMG membership brings 
with it lots of opportunity to 
continue the development of 
your own riding skills, while 
having fun at the same time. 
I’ve been fortunate to attend a 
first aid course and an advanced 
machine control day, both of 
which I recommend to anyone.  
I’ve also enjoyed giving observed 
taster rides at Brands Hatch and 
helping Kent Fire Bikes. KAMG, 
in partnership with Kent Fire 
and Rescue Services, provides 
a machine control experience 
and taster rides throughout the 
spring and summer and also 
provides taster rides for those 
who come to us via the IAM.

However, becoming an Observer 
isn’t the only way of progressing 
and improving: there is the 
Masters course too. Taking 
the Masters isn’t for everyone. 
I was told early on that my 

riding might be affected by 
continually observing (being 
out of the correct position much 
of the time). However, personal 
development has always been 
high on my agenda and I have 
always been ultra-competitive. In 
the first place our Chief Observer, 
Colin Underwood, checked me 
out for suitability and afterwards 
agreed to mentor me (must have 
been a very nice piece of cake). 
We had a few rides over the first 
few months of 2017, which got 
interrupted for one reason or 
another. I then changed my bike 
and wanted to get to know it 
better before continuing to train. 
In the interim, I studied Roadcraft, 
re-studied The Highway Code and 
of course the IAM Handbook, and 
then with the test booked, Colin 
and I went out one last time. I’m 
not sure I could have eaten any 
more cake or drunk any more 
coffee…….I had to pass. 

Test day arrived and I set off to 
meet my examiner. The Masters 
test has to be taken in an 
unknown area and mine was at a 
venue in the Herts/Beds/Cambs 
area which was a hundred mile 
journey away. Cold, wet and in 
unknown territory, what was I 
worried about? As it turned out, 
my examiner  (It was Richard 
Gladman, Head of Driving and 
Riding Standards at the IAM. Ed.) 
was terrific and put me at ease 
straight away. We had a long 

chat about various aspects of 
‘the system’, bikes, experiences, 
observing and so on, and by the 
time we set off I was genuinely 
looking forward to the ride. 
It soon became apparent just 
how well I had been mentored 
by Colin, I felt so well prepared 
and ready, I was at ease with 
myself and happy about my 
riding, which had never felt more 
enjoyable. In no time at all, it was 
over and we were heading back 
to our rendezvous point. Now 
it was nerve-racking. There was 
the inevitable question, ”How 
did I feel about the ride?”, but 
all was well and I passed with a 
Distinction. The ride home was 
a doddle – 100 miles on the A1, 
M25, M20, in the rush hour……
who cares?

The Skills for Life programme is 
the basic, essential element of 
learning to ride safely without 
compromising the fun. The 
Masters will not be for everyone 
any more than observing is, but 
there is no need to rush and 
the learning process can be 
enjoyable, as is the practising. 
However, it cannot be denied 
that the increased observational, 
anticipation and planning skills, 
and the overall heightened riding 
awareness can make a significant 
difference to riding safely as well 
as increasing the fun. One of my 
concerns since I turned 50, had 
been how could I help myself 
stay safe and prolong my riding 
into later life? I can honestly say, 
hand on heart, that I have never 
enjoyed riding more and I have 
never ridden so much and so 
regularly. It’s given me a whole 
new outlook on motorcycling.

I was told early on in my training 
that there was only room for one 
method of riding –  using ‘the 
system’, IPSGA. How true. It works, 
no doubt about it. 

There were a number of good suggestions made by members in answer to the open-ended 
questions in the survey and also a number of questions were asked by members too. 

What follows are comments on those suggestions and answers to the questions.
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best opportunity to acquire their own ‘clique’, but those 
for whom it is not possible to attend regularly, or even to 
attend at all, cannot do this. For members in that position 
– and there are a lot of them – it is much more difficult to 
feel part of the club. Consequently, when they are able 
occasionally to attend a club event, they find themselves 
feeling ‘left out’. It would be a glib and unhelpful response 
to say that the only way to overcome this feeling is to 
attend as many events or meetings as possible, but to some 
extent that is true. However, the club must also do all it can 
to facilitate this by making it easier for everyone to attend 
club events and to feel  that they are welcomed when they 
do. This it is definitely trying to do, but making everyone 
welcome isn’t something that the Committee members 
can do or should do on their own - everyone needs to be 
involved in creating this inclusive atmosphere. 

Despite there being  these negative comments it would be 
wrong not to note that there are, fortunately, a majority 
of people for whom the club is doing the right thing. 
(See below.) An overwhelming 90% in the survey said 
they would be “very likely” or “quite likely” to recommend 
the club and only 1% said they wouldn’t. Personal 
recommendation from a friend is our biggest recruitment 

channel by far, accounting for 35% of new members. 
Obviously it would be better if there were no negative 
comments, but there are and they have been noted, and 
action will be taken to try to change things. While clearly 
there are ways in which the club could improve – hence 
the survey – for the majority of members the balance of 
opinion is very favourable:

Very happy with KAMG. Less sure of what I get from the IAM for 
my annual subscription though.

I think from the President through to the committee members 
they do a great job.

It is the easiest thing to sit back and moan, but running a 
club as good as KAMG is not simple and we members should 
appreciate the running committee more.

A great deal of time and effort is input by a few. It is understood 
and appreciated by those of us who know how it feels. Keep it 
up - you’re doing a great job.

Overall I think the KAMG is doing a great job. Keep it going!

The club is a friendly, warm and helpful club.

It all seems about right. I enjoy myself.

Reply: It does seem unfair, I agree. In fact, let’s not beat about 
the bush – it is patently unfair. It is another of the ‘rules’ of the 
IAM that clubs affiliated to the IAM, such as the KAMG, are 
only allowed to have full members as committee members, 
and only full members are allowed to vote at the AGM. Why 
they have this rule I don’t know. It seems a daft rule to me. I 
have raised this matter with Paul Woozley, who is the IAM’s 
Head of Membership, and he couldn’t offer what I consider 
to be a good reason for it. Associates are required to pay the 
full membership fee but they do not enjoy full membership 
rights. That’s plainly wrong. The IAM’s view is that most 
Associates become full members in their first year of 
membership so they then enjoy full membership rights. The 
IAM is mistaken in that view: many Associates do not become 
full members in their first year and, in any case, they should 
not be denied the right to vote at the AGM, in my view. 
However, any Associate would be very welcome to attend a 
committee meeting as a guest and to express a view about 
anything. Just ask one of the existing committee members to 
arrange it. You might also like to take this matter up directly 
with the IAM’s Head of Membership, Paul Woozley. 

Member Comment: Don’t make this survey a pointless effort, 
do something with it!!!

Reply:  The whole point of conducting the survey was 
“…to do something with it,” and we have already made 
a number of changes as a direct result of the survey: for 
example, some changes to the times and days of the 
monthly social and training rides will happen, and changes 
to the destinations and routes too; a huge effort has been 
made to make everyone in the club, new and old members 
alike, feel more involved and ‘included’ and welcome. 
Efforts to recruit younger members and female members 
are being successful. The existing committee recognises 
too that there is a need constantly to keep the committee 
refreshed with new faces and to encourage members to put 
themselves forward to take on some of the important jobs 
which need doing, but this does mean that members have 
to put themselves forward otherwise it will be the same 
‘volunteers’ every time – a new tour abroad is a great idea 
but it requires an organiser; a new fish and chip run requires 
an organiser; any and every event requires someone to 
organise it beforehand and someone to manage it on the 
day or days that it happens. 

Member Comment: The club does seem to be touring 
orientated and having a bike that isn’t (touring orientated) 
does make it feel like you are excluded from some elements. I 
think more group activities that aren’t just about riding a long 
way may help, such as an organised track day or experiences 
such as flat track or off road. One idea might also be to offer 
the option of a support vehicle to take luggage for overnight 
events as we don’t all have a set of BMW luggage!

Reply:  KAMG track days, flat track or off-road days are very 
good ideas, but they need an organiser. The luggage van 
sounds like a brilliant idea too, but once again it needs 
someone to step forward and say, “I’ll do that.” Anything 
which helps broaden the scope of the group and makes 
it better for members is welcome. There’s nothing to 
stop these things from happening other than the lack of 
someone to sort them out. As this member also says, “I don’t 
really know how you could fix this as it would require more 
people getting involved.” That’s it - more people need to get 
involved.

One of the facets of the KAMG which generated many 
comments in the survey was a perception by some 
members that there is an inner circle in the club, that 
there is a clique or there are a number of cliques which, 
if you feel you are outside them, makes the club seem 
unwelcoming and not “inclusive”:

Club nights seem as though there are groups of people who 
know each other but it does not feel all inclusive.

…the “clique” thing is still an issue.... there is definitely a line in 
the sand between the “in-crowd” and newer members.

Efforts need to be made to eradicate the “clique-iness” of the 
club, especially for those of us who do not attend that often

Club is still very cliquey, if you’re not part of the various groups 
then it’s very hard to fit in

Reply:  Quoted above is a representative sample of the 
many comments that were made by members in the survey 
on the broad subject of the club being unwelcoming or 
“cliquey” or in any other way off-putting to some members. 
Sadly, there were too many of these comments and it is 
an aspect of the club which has been mentioned before, 
moreover it is something which the current committee 
recognises, which it is concerned about and has tried to 
change. That its efforts haven’t yet been entirely successful 
is manifestly obvious. What should be done?

One thing is absolutely certain – it is not possible to 
legislate this ‘problem’ away. We cannot have a rule which 
says that you must speak to someone you don’t know. 
This is a club. You choose whom you want to speak to. It 
is inevitable and understandable that people will build 
their own circle of friends in the club and congregate with 
them on club nights and ride-outs. That’s the essence of 
a club. That’s what a club is all about. That’s what it is for. 
There is nothing wrong with that. But that is of no help 
if you do not have a bunch of people you can guarantee 
to meet on a club night or a ride-out. This is a problem 
which all clubs face from The Loose Women’s Institute 
to The United Nations. Obviously those who have been 
members for a long time and those for whom it is easy to 
attend club nights or Oakdene rides regularly, have the 

What will you do on your
Catalan Adventure??

www.catalanadventure.com

Come and stay at our rural Spanish Finca and explore this beautiful
area by motorbike, bicycle, horse or on foot. We have trail bikes for
the use of guests and can arrange various local activities to suit all

Email catalanadventure@gmail.com for your exclusive IAM discount code
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www.ultimateear.com

sea if you prefer. You could be beside the Mediterranean. 
This is a proper place. They do a good breakfast  too, but 
remember that they only take cash. There’s no poncing 
about with your fancy, modern, plastic card money here. 
Wise people.

Blue and White Café , Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford. Tel: 
01233878080
Kassa Coffee, 15 Grand Parade, Saint Leonards-on-sea, TN37 
6DN Tel: 01424 420597
NF

Leon Camier, as we know, rides a Honda Fireblade 
to some purpose in WSB, but it’s his mother who is, 
or rather, who was, of more interest to the gourmet 
biker. Her stews with proper dumplings are –or, more 
accurately, were  – the stuff of legend and they were on 
offer at the Blue and White café, her super eatery on the 
A20 at Smeeth near Ashford.  There she presided over a 
small kitchen that every day produced some truly great 
homemade food as well as all the usual fry-ups of one 
kind or another that appeal to chaps who have done an 
honest day’s biking and need a calorie or two. Imagine, 
therefore, my horror at finding, when I breezed in to 
the Blue and White for lunch the other biking day, to 
find that Mrs. C has jacked it in. She has stewed her last 
public dumpling. Goddammit, she has fried her last chip 
and retired to Cornwall. I was taken aback I can tell you, 
I may even have tottered, but fighting back the tears, as 
a KAMG man must, I steadied the nerves and ordered 
the ‘homemade‘ cottage pie being offered by the new 
management, although I confess my heart wasn’t in 
it. How could it compete with the Camier cuisine? Of 
course, it couldn’t… but then it arrived!

It was a truly royal cottage pie, more a castle pie than 
a mere cottage pie in fact, so grand was it, served with 
fresh vegetables and with its own jug of gravy. Mrs. C 
would have been proud to call it her own. While she has 

her retired feet up, down in Cornwall, it is clear that the 
Blue and White Café is in good hands. Go there for a great 
breakfast or lunch.

Having lunched so well the next problem was where to 
take the afternoon coffee and cake. Hastings beckoned. 
The ride from the Blue and White to Hastings is good. 
Nice roads, especially now that the A259 across Romney 
Marsh from Brenzett to Rye has largely been resurfaced. 
If you have time you can do a circuit back to Brenzett 
by riding along the Military Canal road from Rye before 
continuing back again on the 259 to Hastings. When you 
get there, you aim for the posh end, St Leonards, and 
about 100 yards east of the big ‘liner’ building, right on 
the front overlooking the sea, you will find the Kassa café.  
Interesting place this. It’s a café and, get this, it’s also an 
optician. How about that? It’s comfortable and welcoming, 
and the food and coffee are good; there’s shelves of books 
to read, and they never seem to hurry people along. I’ve 
seen people sit there for what seems like days reading and 
stringing out one coffee. Done it myself, actually. There’s 
always a very interesting bunch of the Hastings bohemian 
element chattering around you, plus you can get your eyes 
tested over a cappuccino and an apple strudel. Where else 
is that on offer? I’m not suggesting you do it, but you must 
admit it’s a talking point. You can usually park the bike 
virtually outside and you can sit outside looking out to 

…. looking at this.You could sit here….



machine control day
Our machine control days are organised by Jim 
Pullum. If you have not yet signed up then do 
it now – simply log on to Tracker and register 
your participation.

mcd@kamg.org.uk
Held at: Car Park D, Ebbsfleet Station
 International Way
 Gravesend, Kent DA10 1EB

Arrival time:  08:45 for 09:00 start
Finish Time:  approx 13:00 Hrs
Saturday April 7th 2018
Saturday June 23rd 2018
Saturday July 21st 2018
Saturday September 29th 2018
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idcAM
introductory day course 
in advanced motorcyclinG

The revised style IDCAM has been running for some 
months now. Attendees book in at 8.45am and have 
their documents and bikes checked over. A short 
classroom presentation about KAMG and Advanced 
Motorcycling commences at about 9.00am. An 
assessed ride follows with a short debrief before a 
coffee break. A classroom session about the System of 
Motorcycle Control takes us to lunch time. We also fit 
in a Highway Code quiz and the POWDDERSS check of 
a motorcycle, so it’s quite a busy morning. After lunch, 
attendees go out for a second assessed ride with an 
Observer, finishing at a mutually agreed location.

If you would like to attend as an Associate contact 
associates@kamg.org.uk. Observers should confirm 
their willingness to help by registering on Tracker 
and they will kept informed about the needs for any 
particular session.
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observer associate charter
What is expected of the Observer / Associate partnership

the observers
    Have made the effort to train, not only for the test, but 
have also taken part in Observer Training courses. They are 
a valuable asset to the group and give of their time freely, 
except for a contribution from the Associate towards their 
expenses, as determined by the Committee and the IAM.

the associates
      Are expected to have equal commitment, with the 
goal being the Test.

     Are to be available for observed runs once every two 
weeks (ideally), as continuity cannot be maintained with 
regular gaps of three weeks or more.

     Should make their monetary contribution before 
setting-off.

     Must establish the date(s) of the next run(s) at the 
debriefing, and they must PRACTISE between these dates.

     Must make an effort to STUDY the THEORY by reading 
the relevant literature; for example ‘How to be a Better 
Rider’, ‘Highway Code’, ‘Roadcraft’ etc.

     Cancellation of a run due to the weather will be at the 
discretion of the Observer. If, after a period of one month, 
an Observer has not heard from the Associate it will be 
assumed that interest has been lost and the Associate’s 
name will be placed back at the bottom of the waiting list.

     A review of the Associate’s progress is mandatory, 
requiring a Check Run with a Senior Observer after six runs 
or six months. When the Observer feels that the Associate 
is riding consistently to the required standard a Pre-Test 
Assessment will be arranged with a Senior Observer. The 
Observer will give as much help and encouragement as 
possible but the onus is on the Associate to endeavour. 

Dear Riders

Overall I’ve had a more than positive experience of KAMG. I’m 
not leaving due to any negative experience, I’m relocating to 
be back with family and I’m really sad to be going.

I do realise my experience may be slightly different to 
other Associates. On the plus side, it has given me the 
chance to meet and ride with eight observers and two 
trainee observers on third man rides. The flip side was 
my regular observer knows what I’m like, how I ride etc. 
and was able to clock when something wasn’t right with 
me before I even realised myself. Putting it on my radar 
allowed me to go away, work out what was affecting me, 
and how to sort it to get back to my old self. This wouldn’t 
have been as straightforward for someone meeting 
me for the first time without a bit of a game of Chinese 
whispers afterwards. During every ride I felt looked after, 
listened to, not provoked into anything exceeding my own 
capabilities and most importantly, safe. I found everyone to 
be knowledgeable, more than happy to share any wisdom 
when asked, supportive, constructive and friendly.

I intend to keep in touch with/see the observers I’ve met on 
any of their Yorkshire ventures or my Kent based ventures 
(lucky them). No negative criticisms from me.

I didn’t manage to attend a club night due to work 
commitments so can’t really comment on the ‘cliques’ 
that I’ve seen a few people mention on the rather heated 
Facebook discussions. I appreciate it can be daunting 
to walk into a room knowing no one and just starting a 
conversation, but this is covered during the IDCAM, with 
the Associates having a bit of a ‘getting to know you’ chat. 
I quite liked someone’s idea of having ‘greeters’ or at least 
somewhere for people to gather if they don’t know anyone 
for a chat. Maybe trying to make sure tables always have 
spare chairs around them might ease any feeling of being 
blocked out.

Liz McGrath

Dear Riders

Hi just a quick line or two regarding recent conversations 
about ‘cliqueiness’ just to say that as a newbie I have not felt 
that way at all, in fact all members that I have come across 
have been very friendly and helpful and prepared to go out 
of their way to help I would certainly recommend KAMG as 
a warm and friendly club.

Mick Price

letters to the editor . . .
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Carry your ICE (In Case of Emergency ) card with you, 
as you may be asked to produce it. When going on a 
group ride, the ride will terminate at the destination. 
If this will leave you in unfamiliar territory and you 
would like an accompanied ride back to the start, 

please make this known to the run leader or your 
group leader before the ride starts. It is a condition for 
all club runs that you MUST be a member of the IAM 
for Insurance purposes. Not a member, then you are 
not insured.

sociAl And trAininG rides - Guidelines
START from the OAKDENE Café layby with a FULL petrol 
tank and an EMPTY bladder! 

There will be a green badge holder at the front and back of 
each group of 4 riders, who will depart at 2 minute intervals.

It is an opportunity to ride with others who have passed 
their IAM test and then socialise with club members at the 
finish point over a cup of tea or coffee and breakfast. 

Rides start at 10.00am in December, January and February 
and at 09.00am for all other months

For the safety of participants, if the temperature at the start 
point drops below 3˚C, the ride will be cancelled.

PLEASE CHECK THE KAMG WEBSITE OR TRACKER 
SYSTEM FOR THE ROUTES OF ALL FUTURE RIDES.
The up-to-date routes can be downloaded to your Sat Nav 
or printed out if you prefer. They will also be advertised 
in the RIDERS Extra E News published and sent out to all 
members monthly via Tracker. 

AssociAtes
non Green Badge Holders
n Maintain highest riding standards at all times
n Read the road ahead, NOT the vehicle in front
n Always keep the rider behind in your mirrors
n Maintain your allocated position unless 

otherwise directed
n Ride to YOUR capabilities not the rider in front
n YOU are responsible for your ride at all times
n Carry your KAMG membership and ICE cards

Group leaders
Green Badge Holders
n Make sure all in your group are logged with the 

run organiser (for insurance purposes)
n Please follow the prescribed route not your own
n Confirm destination and route to group
n Explain run guidelines
n Explain stopping procedures
n Allow a quicker group to pass if necessary
n Select a ‘Tail-End Charlie’
n Consider change of associate order at a midway 

point
n Adjust speed as appropriate for the group 

and ride to the SLOWEST rider
IdcaM  & aSSOcIate
cO-OrdINatOr
Ian Burchell
0844 585 7797
associates@kamg.org.uk



MAKE LIFE 
       A RIDE.

THE BMW R 1200 GS ADVENTURE. BUILT TO EXPLORE.
The rugged and supremely agile R 1200 GS Adventure is the perfect choice for those 
who like to push boundaries. With optimised engine effi ciency and a 30-litre fuel tank, it 
will take you further than ever before.

The R 1200 GS Adventure is now available with Representative 5.9% APR. With 
competitive fi nance from BMW, start your journey today and make life a ride.

To find out more or book a test ride†, please contact Vines Guildford Motorrad 
on 01483 207000 or visit www.vinesguildfordmotorrad.co.uk

REPRESENTATIVE 5.9% APR.

Vines Guildford Motorrad is a credit broker and not a lender. 
Representative 5.9% APR available on a BMW Select agreement for new BMW R 1200 GS Adventure models ordered between 1 January and 31 March 2017 and registered by 30 June 2017 (subject to availability). Retail 
customers only. Finance available subject to credit acceptance to UK residents aged 18 or over. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. Terms and conditions apply. Optional fi nal payment and option to purchase fee not 
payable if you opt to return the motorcycle at the end of the agreement (motorcycle condition, excess mileage and other charges may be payable). Offer may be varied, withdrawn or extended at any time. ‘BMW Select’ is a form 
of hire-purchase agreement provided by BMW Motorrad Financial Services, Summit ONE, Summit Avenue, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 0FB. Vines Limited, trading as Vines Guildford Motorrad, commonly introduce 
customers to a selected panel of lenders including BMW Motorrad Financial Services. We may receive commission or other benefi ts for introducing you to such lenders. This introduction does not amount to independent 
fi nancial advice. †Test ride subject to applicant status and availability.

Vines Guildford Motorrad
Slyfield Green, Woking Road, Guildford, Surrey  GU1 1RD

SHORTCUTS 
NEVER LEAD TO 

PLACES WORTH GOING.
BMW Motorrad
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